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FREE GUIDE FROM SHIELDNEST

Pest ID Checklist
Spot the signs of the most common house pests — so you call the right kind of licensed pro the first time.

Know the pest, know the cost, and stay safe around kids and pets — then get matched, free, with licensed,
certified pest control pros near you. You compare quotes and choose who to hire.

Why identifying the pest matters
Different pests need different treatments. Ants, termites, roaches, rodents, and bed bugs each leave different
signs. Naming the pest first saves you a wasted visit and helps a licensed pro plan the right treatment.

Quick signs by pest

Pest Where you see it Tell-tale signs

Ants Kitchen, foundation Trails, tiny piles of soil

Termites Wood, window frames Mud tubes, hollow wood, swarmers

Cockroaches Kitchen, at night Droppings, egg cases, musty smell

Mice / rats Walls, pantry Droppings, gnaw marks, nests
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Bed bugs Mattress seams Bites in lines, tiny blood spots

Look for these clues
• Droppings — size and shape point to the pest

• Damage to wood, food packaging, or fabric

• Trails, greasy marks, or tracks along walls

• Bites, especially in a line or cluster

• Live insects, more often seen at night

• A musty or unusual smell in one area

Write it down before you call
1 Note exactly where you see the pest.

2 Note the time of day you see it most.

3 Take a clear photo if you safely can.

4 Note any damage or droppings you found.

5 Bring these notes when a licensed pro calls — it speeds up the plan.
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If you are not sure
That is normal. Choose 'not sure' when you get matched, and a licensed, certified pest control company can
identify the pest during inspection. You still compare quotes and choose who to hire.
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Important
ShieldNest is a free matching service, not a pest control company or licensed pesticide applicator. We do not treat pests, apply pesticides, inspect
properties, or give pest control, medical, or legal advice. Cost figures are typical ranges and estimates, not quotes or guarantees, and we do not
guarantee eradication of any pest. Your real price depends on the pest, the size and condition of the property, how severe the infestation is, the
plan, and your area. Always hire licensed, state-certified pest control companies, verify the license yourself, read every product label and follow all
pesticide-safety directions around children, pets, and food, and confirm the price and plan in writing before any treatment.


